BRUNO

When we were discussing the character of Bruno on Friday many people decided that Bruno was stupid.
This was not stupidity that caused Bruno to react the way he does. It was naivety. 

The dictionary states that to be naive you would display qualities such as; Lacking experience, wisdom, or judgement; Produced in a simple, childlike style, inexperienced; unsuspecting, deliberately rejecting sophisticated techniques.
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Task Time

· What do you think that innocence and naive mean when used to describe children?
· How does the opening scene of Bruno and his friends represent their innocence?

· Can adults be naive? In what ways can they be naive? What adults in the movie seemed naive?

· Does Bruno and Gretel’s tutor take advantage of the children’s innocence in what he teaches them? How? What were these ideas?

· Although the story takes place during a tragic time in history, there are moments of humour in the story. One occurs when Bruno tells Pavel that he could not be a very good doctor because he had to “practice” it. How does this example and others in the movie demonstrate Bruno’s naivety?

· What events and experiences lead Bruno to gradually give up some of his innocence and see things so differently?

· Why was it so hard for him to believe that his father could be involved in hurtful acts?

· Neither Bruno nor Shmuel really know what is going on at the concentration camp. Why is that, and what allows them to keep their innocence?

· Why do you think the movie ended the way it did?

Personal Reflective Task
This task is for your S1 folio.

You must write about a time you remember from your childhood and reflect upon it.

This means you should think back to what happened and consider what you have learned from the experience or whether you would do the same thing again. You should include your thoughts and feelings during this experience. You only need to choose one question.
Below is a choice of questions to base your personal reflective essay on;

1. Although Bruno and his family have moved to a desolate place, Bruno continues to display his strong sense of adventure and creativity. Can you give an example from your own life when your sense of adventure and imagination allowed you to escape from a sad or painful situation?
2. Bruno told a lie that lead Shmuel to be beaten and cast back into the concentration camp. Have you ever done something to a friend that made you feel bad or ashamed? Write about that time.
3. Bruno tried to help Shmuel find his father even though he was frightened and wanted to go home. Write about a time when you were frightened and had to be brave.

4. At the end of the movie Bruno’s parents are in a panic because Bruno is lost. Write about a time when you were lost or when you lost something. Consider how you felt at the time. 
