Reading Comprehensions – Read and answer the questions!

Courtesy of : http://www.germany.info

Berlin is the capital of Germany. It's also one of the biggest and most famous cities in Germany. If you go to southern Germany, Munich is where a giant Oktoberfest happens every year. That's one of the biggest parties in the world! Dresden is in eastern Germany and is where people go to see a famous painting by Raphael Sanzio called "The Sistine Madonna."  That's because the two little angels at the bottom of the painting are famous all over the world. If you like fashion and to shop, you should go to Düsseldorf in western Germany. I'd rather go a little further south to Stuttgart, so I can see where Porsche and Mercedes cars come from!

All over Germany there are lots of  cities and towns with castles, cathedrals, even universities and other famous buildings that are hundreds of years old. There are even places with ruins over a thousand years old! Many people come to Germany to look at the towns from the Brothers Grimm fairy tales. There is something called the Fairy Tale Road, which stretches from the little town of Hanau, where the brothers were born, all the way to the city of Bremen, where the fairy tale "The Bremen City Musicians" is set. One nice place to stop on the road is the small town of Sababurg with Sleepy Beauty's castle. You can even spend the night in a castle there!

There is also an old route called the Romantic Road. Hundreds of years ago it was a trading road in Germany. Now if you travel from Würzburg to Füssen, you can see many old towns from the Middle Ages. The famous Neuschwanstein Castle built King Ludwig the Second of Bavaria ("Mad King Ludwig") is in Füssen. If you think the castle looks like something you've seen before, it's probably because Walt Disney liked Neuschwanstein Castle so much that he built one like it in Disney World.

1. What is the capital of Germany?
_________________________________________

2. Where does the Oktoberfest happen every year?
_________________________________________

3. What’s the best city in Germany for shopping?
_________________________________________

4. In which city is the tale “The Bremen City Musicians” set?
__________________________________________________

5. Which castle did Walt Disney like so much he built one like it? 
_____________________________________________________

The Berlin Wall
After World War II Germany was divided. The government of East Germany built a wall around West Berlin in 1961 and sealed off East Germany from the West. People could no longer travel between East and West Germany.

This meant that people with family members on both sides of the wall could no longer see each other. The wall stayed in place for 28 years. During those years, many people in Easy Germany tried to go to West Germany. Sadly, many were hurt or killed.

In the autumn of 1989, protests in East Germany against the government intensified and spread rapidly. People wanted to end the communist government, be free to elect their own leaders, and be able to travel whenever they wanted. The Berlin Wall began to fall after weeks of protests on November 9, 1989. The East German government did not stop people from tearing down the wall or crossing the border. On October 3, 1990, East and West Germany officially reunited.
1. In what year was the Berlin Wall built?
_________________________________ 

2. Which country did it divide?
_________________________________ 

3. When did the Berlin Wall fall?
_________________________________ 

4.What happened in Germany on October 3rd 1990?
________________________________________

Famous People and Sports
The girls at school talk a lot about Heidi Klum, a famous model. I see her on TV sometimes, but I would rather watch Dirk Nowitzki play basketball or a Forumla One race with Michael Schumacher. Those guys are great! Dirk even plays in the NBA! My mother won't let me watch Michael or Dirk if ice skater Katarina Witt is on TV. My mother really likes Katarina, so I have to go find something else to do.
Fußball (soccer) is sometimes called the national sport of Germany because so many people play it and even more people are fans. Fußball literally means football. Germany has hosted the World Cup and  the world soccer championship twice. Other sports such as hockey, tennis, skiing, cycling, handball, gymnastics and many more are also popular in Germany.

1. Name a famous sportsman from Germany.
___________________________________ 
2.  Name three popular sports in Germany.
___________________________________
Food & Holidays
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Mmmm... I love food and German food is tasty! In fact, you probably know some of the food I eat, such as Bratwurst, Sauerkraut, Gummy Bears, and Black Forest Cake. My parents also like to buy some organic food for us to eat. I even get to pick out some of the fruits and vegetables since the new organic store is near our house. Your parents might drink German beer and wine, which are also famous around the world.

Christmas is a very big holiday in Germany.  Did you know that Christmas trees, advent calendars, and singing carols such as, "O, Christmas Tree" are all traditions that came from Germany? I get to open my gifts on December 24, before we eat dinner and go to church. Then we keep celebrating Christmas for 2 more days - December 25 and December 26.

Karneval (Carnival) is another special German season. Clowns and people in costumes lead parades and throw candy and other goodies from floats. It's so much fun! I get to fill up my bag with candy and play with all of my friends. There are also many other local holidays that are celebrated all around Germany. Most of these holidays have a religious background and only happen in a few towns.

1. Name three German foods
_______________________________________________________ 

2. Name a big holiday in Germany
_______________________________________________________  

3. When do children in Germany open their Christmas presents?
_______________________________________________________ 

4. Apart from Christmas, what other special occasion do Germans celebrate?
___________________________________________________________  
Music and Fun

I love listening to music! In Germany I can hear all kinds of music in many different languages and don't even have to leave my bedroom! There are a lot of famous German bands, but you can also hear American music or music from other countries. 

[image: image2.jpg]a’ LD )
:7,/]




I play a lot of the same board and video games that you play in America. The only difference is that they are in German and have different names. This happens for books, too. The books that are famous in America are translated into German and then I can read them. But we also have our own famous German authors, like Walter Moers. He writes about all the adventures of Käpt'n Blaubär (Captain Bluebear).

Some of my favorite TV shows and movies came from America. The biggest hits in America come to Germany just a few months later. I also watch TV shows and movies that are only in Germany. Tigerente is a character by Janosch. First Tigerente was in children's books, but now you can see him on TV, too. Shows like Unser Sandmännchen (Our Sandman) are also lots of fun to watch.

Clothing
Germans wear the same everyday clothes as Americans. I wear a t-shirt and jeans to school. If it's cold, I can put on a sweater and my jacket. My mother always tells me to put on my scarf before I go out to play with my friends in the winter. On special holidays in southern Germany, people sometimes wear a Dirndl (traditional women's dress) or Lederhose (traditional men's leather shorts).

Famous People & Sports
Lots of famous people come from Germany. In school I study music by Johann Sebastian Bach and Ludwig van Beethoven, two famous composers who lived a long time ago. When I was little my parents used to read me fairy tales by the Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm. They also lived a long time ago. In science class I just learned about Albert Einstein, the famous scientist from Germany.

1. Name a famous German author.
______________________________ 

2. Name a German tv show.
______________________________

3. What do we call a traditional German woman’s dress?
____________________________________________

4. What are Lederhose?
____________________________________________

5. Name a famous German composer.
____________________________________________
