Notes courtesy of http://homepage.eircom.net/~eofeasa
Táim
Táim or tá mé means I am;
Nílim or Níl mé means I am not; and An bhfuil mé? means Am I? 
You should learn and practice these three forms 
with adjectives like ard tall,óg young, aosta old, cliste clever, 
tanaí thin, ramhar fat, mór big, beag small.

or with adverbs like go maith well, go dona bad, go breá fine,
go réasúnta well enough, reasonable, go measartha "middling" 

You can use adjectives after Tá mé but not nouns. Not nouns!
Use is for nouns: Is múinteoir mé. I am a teacher.
This is the biggest and most widespread mistake made by 
learners of Irish -- and others! Nevertheless you will be understood. 

	Táim/Tá mé
Tá tú
Tá sé
Tá sí
Táimid/Tá muid
Tá sibh
Tá siad
	ard
tanaí
ramhar
beag
mór
óg
aosta
	I am
You are
He is
She is
We are
You/Ye are
They are
	tall
thin
fat
small
big
young
old


	An bhfuil mé?
An bhfuil tú?
An bhfuil sé?
An bhfuil sí?
An bhfuilimid?
An bhfuil sibh?
An bhfuil siad?
Am I?
Are you?
Is he?
Is she?
Are we?
Are ye?
Are they?

	Nílim/Níl mé
Níl tú
Níl sé
Níl sí
Nílimid
Níl sibh
Níl siad
I am not
You are not
He is not
She is not
We are not
Ye are not
They are not



How to say I have

Use tá and agam for possession. Occasionally, tá and orm
Tá súile gorma agam I have blue eyes, literally 
"(There) are tá blue eyes at me agam"
Tá gruaig fhionn orm I have fair hair, literally 
"There is tá fair hair on me orm.

Tá is dealt with in some detail on another page. Click on táim
Just as dom above has seven forms to express the persons so also have agam and orm.  These words are actually a combination of the prepositions do to, for; ag at and ar on with the personal pronouns mé, tú, sé, sí, sinn, sibh, siad most of which you have met above with tá.

The following tables show the forms for each of these. 

	Personal Pronouns
Forainmneacha Pearsanta 
	Tá ríomhaire agam
I have a computer
(There) is a computer at me 
	Tá gruaig rua orm
I have red hair
(There) is red hair on me

	mé
tú
sé
sí
sinn
sibh
siad
	I 
You
he/it
she/it
we
you (pl)
They
	agam
agat
aige
aici
againn
agaibh
acu
	at me
at you
at him/at it (masc)
at her/at it (fem)
at us 
at you
at them
	orm
ort
air
uirthi
orainn
oraibh
orthu
	on me
on you
on him/it (masc)
on her/it (fem)
on us
on you (pl)
on them


	Is maith liom . . . . I like Saturday. 

	Grammar point: An Chopail / The Copula

	The words in each column can be substituted for each other to create different meanings. Try it.

	Is
maith 
liom
I like
Ní
maith
liom
I do not like
An 
maith
leat
Do you like . . . . ?
Is
fearr
leis
He prefers . . .
Is
aoibhinn
leis
He loves ... / considers delightful 
Is 
breá
léi 
She loves . . . / considers fine 
Ní
mian 
linn 
We do not want . . . / It is not a desire with us
An
dóigh
libh
Do ye think? / Is it a state (of thought) with you?
Is 
fuath
leo
They hate . . . 
Is 
gráin 
liom
I detest . . . 
Is 
ionadh 
liom
I am amazed . . . / I consider (. . .) a wonder.



	Briathra san Aimsir Ghnáthláithreach - - Verbs in the habitual present tense

	Root of verb
	These verbs are all in the Continuous Present

	Briathar
Verb
	san Aimsir Ghnáthláithreach
in the Habitual Present Tense
	Aistriúchán
Translation
	Réimniú
Conjugation

	Fan
	Fanaim, fanann tú, ...fanaimid ...
	I / You / We stay.
	1

	Bí
	Bím, bíonn tú, ... bímid .... 
	I / You / We do be
	NR

	Dúisigh
	Dúisím, dúisíonn tú, ... dúisímid ...
	I / You / We do wake up 
	2

	Éirigh
	Éirím, éiríonn tú ... éirímid ...
	I / You / We do get up
	2

	Nigh
	Ním, níonn tú ... nímid ... 
	We do wash
	1

	Cuir
	Cuirim, cuireann tú ... cuirimid ...
	I / You / We do put
	1

	Téigh
	Téim, téann tú ... téimid ... 
	I / You / We do go 
	NR

	Doirt
	Doirtim, doirteann tú ... doirtimid ... 
	I / You / We do pour
	1

	Craith
	Craithim, craitheann tú .. craithimid
	I / You / We do shake
	1

	Ith
	Ithim, itheann tú ... ithimid 
	I / You / We do eat
	NR

	(Clois)
	Cloisim, cloiseann tú ... cloisimid ... 
	I / You / We hear / do hear!!!!
	NR

	Tar
	Tagaim, tagann tú ... tagaimid ...
	I / You / We do come
	NR

	Iarr
	Iarraim, iarrann tú ... iarraimid ... 
	I / You / We do ask
	1

	Tabhair
	Tugaim, tugann tú ... tugaimid ... 
	I / You / We do give
	NR

	Cabhraigh
	Cabhraím, cabhraíonn tú ... cabhraímid ..
	I / You / We do help
	2

	Déan
	Déanaim, déanann tú ... déanaimid ...
	I / You / We do make (or do!)
	NR

	(Feic)
	Feicim, feiceann tú ... feicimid
	I / You / We see / do see!!!
	NR

	-------
	Teastaíonn uaim / uait / uainn 
	I / You / We want
	2


	Negative (Saying "No!")

	An aimsir ghnáth-láithreach,
foirm dhiúltach - -
The habitual present tense, negative form
Verbs with an initial b, c, d, g, m, p, s, t,
The negative is formed with ní before all verbs plus lenition / an aspiration / séimhiú on the initial consonant if possible: so: Ní bhrisim -- I do not break; Ní chuirim -- I do not put; Ní dhéanaim -- I do not do / make; etc

Verbs with an initial vowel:
Just put Ní before these: Ní ólaim -- I do not drink; Ní éistim -- I do not listen; Ní ithim -- I do not eat; 
Verbs with an initial f:
Just do as you did for the consonants above, use Ní and an séimhiú Ní fhágaim - - I do not leave; Ní fhreagraím - - I do not answer. (Notice that some verbs like "Freagair" lose a syllable when an ending is added.)



	 

	Interrogative (Asking a question)

	An aimsir ghnáth-láithreach,
foirm cheisteach - -
The continuous present tense, interrogative form
Verbs with an initial b, c, d, g, m, p, s, t,
Ask a question with An or Nach and place an "urú" on the initial consonant. 
An ndúisíonn tú go moch?- - Do you wake up early?. Nach ndúisíonn tú? - - Do you not wake up? An mbriseann tú ubh le spúnóg?- - Do you break an egg with a spoon? Nach mbriseann tú? - - Do you not (break) 
NB. If using these questions at the end of a sentence where the subject is clear -- or as a reply to a question -- there is no need to repeat the subject. For example you could say Dúisíonn tú go moch, an ndúisíonn? Similarly you would say Briseann tú ubh le spúnóg, nach mbriseann? An mbriseann tú ubh le spúnóg? Reply: Briseann! (No need there for a pronoun such as tú, sé etc)

Verbs with an initial vowel:
Use An or Nach again and put in an urú -- which in this case is always n- With An however one - n - cancels the other and you get "An ólann tú bainne" and "an éiríonn tú go moch.
Nach n-éisteann sé? -- Does he not listen?
Verbs with an initial f:
The urú on - f - is -bh - so An bhfanann tú ar scoil tar éis 4.00 pm? -- Do you remain at school after 4.00 pm? Nach bhfreagraíonn tú ceisteanna sa rang? -- Do you not answer questions in class?


	 



	The six most irregular verbs.
Na sé bhriathar is neamhrialta



	The six most irregular verbs take the stem / root for the continuous present tense from the "command form". Learn these forms below: 

	Dearfach
Positive
Diúltach
Negative
Ceisteach
Interrogative
Faighim
I do get
Ní fhaighim
I do not get
An bhfaigheann tú
Do you get?
Feicim
I see
Ní fheicim
I do not see
An bhfeiceann tú
Do you see?
Téim
I do go
Ní théim
I do not go
An dtéann tú?
Did you go?
Déanaim
I do make / do ["I do do! :-)]
Ní dhéanaim
I do not make / do
An ndéanann tú?
Did you make / do?
Deirim (but deir tú .. it's irregular)
I say / I do say
Ní deirim (no h here -- it's very irregular. Never takes a h anywhere.)
I do not say
An ndeir tú (You would expect An ndeireann tú? here. Wrong! This is a really irregular verb.)
Do you say?
Bím
I do be ...
Ní bhím (déanach etc)
I do not be (late etc)
An mbíonn tú ...?
Do you be ...?
 

The only verb to have a different form for the "present tense" proper is bí and these are the forms:

 

Use the 
Foirm Neamhspleách
Independent Form
Use the 
Foirm Spleách
Dependent Form
Use the
Foirm Spleách
Dependent Form
 

Táim, tá tú ....

Nílim, níl tú ...
An bhfuil tú?



Mar a chaith mé an Satharn seo caite.
Is maith liom an Satharn. 

Dé Sathairn seo caite d'fhan mé sa leaba go dtí a deich a chlog. Bhí mé i mo chodladh go sámh ach dhúisigh mé agus d'éirigh mé nuair a bhuail an clog aláraim. Isteach liom sa seomra folctha agus nigh mé mé féin. Chuir mé mo chuid éadaí orm, geansaí, péire jíons, agus bróga reatha. 

Chuaigh mé go dtí an chistin ansin agus rug mé ar bhosca Weetabix. Dhoirt mé steall bainne ar an mbrioscóg, chraith mé dhá spúnóg siúcra uirthi agus d'ith mé go tapaidh í.

Chuala mé mo Dheaid ag teacht ar ais ón siopa sa charr. Tháinig sé isteach agus d'iarr sé orm lámh chúnta a thabhairt dó. Thug mé na málaí grósaerachtaí isteach ón gcarr dó agus chabhraigh mé leis iad a chur i dtaisce. 

Nuair a bhí an obair críochnaithe againn rinne mé glao gutháin ar chara liom, Aingeal. Chonaic mé ag an dioscó í ar an Satharn roimhe sin agus theastaigh uaim coinne a dhéanamh léi. Dúirt mé léi go raibh mé ag smaoineamh uirthi!

Is ea! Is aoibhinn liom an Satharn.
Verbs followed by prepositions / Briathair agus Réamhfhocail 
Many verbs in Irish take prepositions after them. There is no rule other than knowing which preposition goes with what verb. Here are some examples: 

Éist  le . . .  Listen to . . . .  

Scríobh  chuig . . .  Write to . . .  

Tabhair  do . . . . .  Give to . . .  

Abair  le . . . .  Say to . . .  

Inis  do . . .  Tell (to) . . . 

Éirigh  as . . . .  Stop . . .  

Beir  ar . . . .  Catch . . .  

Féach  ar . . . . Look at . . . .  

Fan  ar . . . . Wait for  

iarr ar . . . . ask (. . to do . ) 

fiafraigh de . . . . enquire 

cuidigh  le . . . .  help 

cabhraigh le . . . . help 

Ná bac le . . . . Do not bother with . . 

Each preposition has its seven prepositional pronouns to indicate the persons. The above example Éist liom could give the following forms: 

Éist liom Listen to me 

Éist leat  Listen to you 

Éist leis Listen to him 

Éist léi Listen to her 

Éist linn Listen to us 

Éist libh Listen to you (pl) 

Éist leo Listen to them 

The days of the week occur as nouns and as adverbs. The forms and spellings are different. Try and learn the different uses. 

Dobhriathra - Adverbs 


Ainmfhocail - Nouns 

. . 

Dé Luain 

On Monday 


An Luan 

Monday 

Dé Máirt 

On Tuesday 


An Mháirt 

Tuesday 

Dé Céadaoin 

On Wednesday 

An Chéadaoin 
Wednesday 

Déardaoin 

On Thursday 

An Déardaoin 
Thursday 

Dé hAoine 

On Friday 


An Aoine 

Friday 

Dé Sathairn 

On Saturday 

An Satharn 

Saturday 

Dé Domhnaigh 
On Sunday 


An Domhnach 
Sunday 

Examples of these in use:

D'imigh sé Dé Domhnaigh / D'imigh sé ar an Domhnach

- He went away on Sunday.

Beannachtaí

Dia duit
Hello. (The literal meaning is "God to you" )
Needless to say young people use many other greetings: 

Bhuel? Well? Cén chaoi a bhfuil tú? Conas taoi? 
Conas tánn tú? Goidé (Cad é) mar atá tú? all meaning "How are you? 
I like "Is é do bheatha!" current in North Mayo and the reply "Go maire tú" May you live.(To be honest I am not sure of the literal translation of this phrase "Is é do bheatha!"although it occurs as "Hail" in the most popular Catholic prayer "Is é do bheatha, a Mhuire ..." Hail, Mary, full of Grace ...and the Ó Dónaill Dictionary gives "You are welcome.")

(Muire is reserved as a name for the mother of Jesus. All other Irish girls must use the name "Máire". The variations on the pronunciation of Máire are interesting. They range from "Mára" with a broad "r" to "Moya" where the "r" has been slenderised to a "y" sound.) 

Older people would prefer to hear the full greeting "Go mbeannaí Dia duit" May God greet you! and the reply "Go mbeannaí Dia's Muire duit" May God and Mary greet you. Young people make fun of the reply if "Dia's Muire duit" is the first greeting. The reply should be "Dia's Muire duit is Pádraig"and if necessary other saints' names can be added: Dia's Muire duit is Pádraig is Mícheál etc." 


The weather provides a topic for greetings: Is breá an lá é, buíochas le Dia! - - It is a fine day, thanks be to God! and the reply might be Is breá, muis! - - Yes, indeed. Or, more likely, and with whimsical understatement Tá sé bog! - - It (the weather) is soft or wet with the reply Tá or if you wish to be truthful Óra, a dhiabhail, tá muid maosta! - - Oh, devil, we are drenched!
Na hUimhreacha

uimhir a naoi -- number nine
uimhir a deich -- number ten
Here are the numbers 1 -- 100 in their basic form.
There are other slightly different forms to count things and yet others for people.
The a before the numbers can be left out as can the is in the higher numbers.

	1
	a haon
	11
	a haon déag
	21
	fiche is a haon

	2
	a dó
	12
	a dó dhéag
	32
	tríocha is a dó

	3
	a trí
	13
	a trí déag
	43
	daichead is a trí

	4
	a ceathair
	14
	a ceathair déag
	44
	daichead is a ceathair

	5
	a cúig
	15
	a cúig déag
	55
	caoga cúig

	6
	a sé
	16
	a sé déag
	66
	seasca sé

	7
	a seacht
	17
	a seacht déag
	77
	seachtó seacht

	8
	a hocht
	18
	a hocht déag
	88
	hochtó hocht

	9
	a naoi
	19
	a naoi déag
	99
	nócha naoi

	10
	a deich
	20
	a fiche
	100
	céad


Dé Sathairn seo caite - - Last Saturday  d´fhan mé sa leaba - - I stayed in the bed  go dtí a deich a chlog - - until ten o'clock
	Grammar point: Briathra san Aimsir Chaite - - Verbs in the past tense

	These verbs below are presented first in their "dictionary" form i.e. the second person singular imperative mood. That's what you say when you want to give an order to one person. That is Column 1. Column 2 gives the Past Tense. It describes an action done once in the past. There is another tense for "habitual" actions. Column 3 is obvious. Column 4 mentions the Réimniú (Conjugation) in which the verb is placed. 

	In this lesson you will learn to form the past tense in positive and negative statements and also how to ask a question. 

	Briathar
Verb
san Aimsir Chaite
in the Past Tense

Aistriúchán
Translation
Réimniú
Conjugation
Fan

D'fhan mé 
I stayed
1
Bí

Bhí mé 
I was
NR
Dúisigh

Dhúisigh mé
I awoke
2
Éirigh

D'éirigh mé
I got up
2
Nigh

Nigh mé 
I washed
1
Cuir

Chuir mé
I put 
1
Téigh

Chuaigh mé 
I went 
NR
Doirt

Dhoirt mé 
I poured
1
Craith

Chraith mé
I shook
1
Ith

D'ith mé
I eat
NR
(Clois)

Chuala mé
I heard
NR
Tar

Tháinig sé
He came
NR
Iarr

D'iarr sé 
He asked
1
Tabhair

Thug mé
I gave
NR
Cabhraigh

Chabhraigh mé
I helped
2
Déan

Rinne mé
I made
NR
(Feic)

Chonaic mé 
I saw
NR
-------

Theastaigh uaim
I wanted
2


	 

	How to form the Aimsir Caite (Past Tense) "Foirm Dhearfach" (Positive form): 

	An aimsir caite,
foirm dhearfach - -
The past tense, positive form
Verbs with an initial b, c, d, g, m, p, s, t,
Put a "h" on the initial consonant if possible. So glan - - clean becomes ghlan mé - - I cleaned in the past tense. 

Verbs with an initial vowel:
Put " d' " before a vowel: ól - - drink becomes d'ól mé - - I drank. 

Verbs with an initial f:
Where the initial consonant is an " f " put both " h " on the f and d' before it. 
Fág - - leave becomes d'fhág mé - - I left.



	 

	How to form the Aimsir Caite (Past Tense) "Foirm Dhiúltach" (Negative form): 

	An aimsir caite,
foirm dhiúltach - -
The past tense, negative form
Verbs with an initial b, c, d, g, m, p, s, t,
The negative is formed with níor before regular verbs (and five irregular!): 
níor dhúisigh mé - - I did not wake;
Níor bhris mé - - I did not break; 
níor chuala mé - - I did not hear.
Verbs with an initial vowel:
The d' is not used in the negative: 
Níor iarr mé - - I did not ask. 
Níor ól mé - - I did not drink
Verbs with an initial f:
The d' is not used in the negative: 
Níor fhág mé - - I did not leave; 
Níor fhreagair mé - - I did not answer.



	 

	How to form the Aimsir Caite (Past Tense) "Foirm Cheisteach" ( Question form): 

	An aimsir caite,
foirm cheisteach 
- -
The past tense, question form
Verbs with an initial b, c, d, g, m, p, s, t,
Ask a question with ar or nár before regular verbs and five irregular:
Ar dhúisigh tú - - Did you wake. 
Nár dhúisigh tú - - Did you not wake 
Ar bhris tú - - Did you break; 
Nár bhris tú - - Did you not break; 
Ar thug tú- - did you give 
Verbs with an initial vowel:
The d' is not used in the question form: 
Nár iarr mé . . ? - - did I not ask. 
Ar ól tú? - - did you drink
Verbs with an initial f:
The d' is not used in the question form: 
Ar fhág mé? - - did I leave? 
Nár fhreagair mé? - - did I not answer.



	To ask a question use ar or nár before regular verbs and some irregular: ar éirigh tú - - did you get up?
Nár éirigh tú fós - - Did you not get up yet?


	The six most irregular verbs. Na sé bhriathar is neamhrialta



	

	There are six verbs which have different stems (roots) in the positive and negative forms (independent and dependent forms) or other abnormalities. They are given here in positive, negative, and interrogative. 

	Dearfach
Positive
Diúltach
Negative
Ceisteach
Interrogative
Fuair mé
I got
Ní bhfuair mé
I did not get
An bhfuair tú
Did you get?
Chonaic mé
I saw
Ní fhaca mé
I did not see
An bhfaca tú
Did you see?
Chuaigh mé
I went
Ní dheachaigh mé
I did not go
An ndeachaigh tú
Did you go?
Rinne mé
I made / did
Ní dhearna mé 
I did not make / do
An ndearna tú 
Did you make / do?
Dúirt mé
I said
Ní dúirt mé
I did not say
An ndúirt tú
Did you say?
Bhí mé
I was
Ní raibh mé
I was not
An raibh tú
Were you?
Foirm Neamhspleách
Independent Form
Foirm Spleách
Dependent Form
Foirm Spleách
Dependent Form


	N.B. The verb abair - - say is never lenited in any tense in Standard Irish. Dúirt mé - - I said Ní dúirt mé -- I did not say [ Standard Irish? The formal Irish used in Government documents etc. Dialects may vary. ]

	These six verbs display irregularities in this and other tenses. They are not difficult but they are so frequently used as to be essential for essays, stories and conversation. My advice is to learn them well


	

	Nouns are as the Irish says "name-words" ainmfhocail. In Irish nouns may have two or three forms. In English nouns also change. Consider the differences between singular (only one) and plural (more than one) in English: mouse, mice, man, men, child, children etc. In Irish nouns also change from singular to plural luch - a mouse, lucha - mice; fear - a man, fir - men, páiste - a child, páistí - children. Irish however may have other forms and traditionally these are called tuisil - cases. There are four tuisil - cases that you should know: An Tuiseal Ainmneach - the nominative case, An Tuiseal Gairmeach - the vocative case, An Tuiseal Ginideach - the genitive case, and An Tuiseal Tabharthach - the dative case. Just click on the links for each of these for an explanation of their use and form 

Examples of nouns in their groups - - called díoclaontaí - - declensions are shown below. You should be asking why is a word allocated to one group and not another. And the answer? They are grouped according to the formation of their tuiseal ginideach. 
Before attempting to cover the tuiseal ginideach however you need to know the basic form of the noun an tuiseal ainmneach - - the nominative case used when the noun is the subject or object of a verb 
(subject: the "do-er" of the action; object: the "receiving-end" of the action of the verb.)

First consider the definite and indefinite article an t-alt equivalent to "the" and "a" in English. Definite nouns have an - the or na - the (plural) before them. Indefinite nouns stand alone. 
See these examples: an bád - the boat; bád - a boat; na báid - the boats; báid - boats.

For the English definite article "the" use an with singular nouns and na with plural. Note also that an becomes na in the tuiseal ginideach of feminine nouns. The Irish noun on its own shows the English indefinite article "a". 

FIRINSCNEACH - MASCULINE / BAININSCNEACH - FEMININE
Next you need to know that nouns in Irish belong to one of two groups called firinscneach - - masculine and baininscneach - - feminine. Male and female gender has a little to do with it although it is not the only criterion. Cailín - - a girl is masculine and stail - - a stallion is feminine

Do you need to know whether a noun is masculine or feminine? For accurate writing you should. Do not be put off by this however. Few Irish speakers and a surprising number of writers are unsure of the inscne - gender of many Irish nouns. The main thing is to use your Irish "ceart nó cearr - right or wrong". The learner must have the courage to disregard the misguided criticism of the perfectionists and carry on. They mean well but do not allow them to discourage you. Knowledge of masculine and feminine will come with familiarity.

Note:
(a) the nouns beginning with consonants; 
(b) those beginning with vowels; and 
(c) those beginnning with "s".

The beginning of the word is treated differently in masculine and feminine nouns starting with a consonant; a vowel; or "s". Can you make out the six rules from this list:

Noun with
Indefinite article

As Béarla
In English

Inscne
Gender

Noun with 
definite article

As Béarla
In English

An Chéad Díoclaonadh - - The First Declension
bád
a boat
m.

an bád
the boat
carr
a car
m

an carr
the car
fear
a man
m.
an fear
the man
díon
a roof
m.
an díon
the roof
cléireach
a clerk
m
an cléireach
the clerk
marcach
a rider
m

an marcach
the rider
amadán
a fool
m.

an t-amadán
the fool
arm
an army
m

an t-arm
the army
éan
a bird
m

an t-éan
the bird
sagart
a priest
m

an sagart
the priest
seabhac
a hawk
m

an seabhac
the hawks
síol
(a) seed

m

an síol
the seed
 

 

 

 

 

An Dara Díoclaonadh - - The Second Declension
bróg
a shoe
fem.

an bhróg
the shoe
cuileog
a fly
fem.

an chuileog
the fly
páirc
a field
fem.

an pháirc
the field
clann
offspring
fem.

an chlann
the children
leabharlann
a book
fem.

an leabharlann
the library
áit
a place
fem.

an áit
the place
aois
(an) age
fem.

an aois
the age
im
butter
m.

an t-im
the butter
seachtain
week
fem

an tseachtain
the week
súil
an eye
fem.

an tsúil 

the eye
sráid
a street
fem.

an tsráid
the street
 

 

 

 

 

An Tríú Díoclaonadh - - The Third Declension
buachaill
a boy
m.

an buachaill
the boy
feirmeoir
a farmer
m.

an feirmeoir
the farmer
gleann
a valley / glen
m.

an gleann
the valley
cuid 

part
fem.

an chuid
the part
mil
honey
fem.

an mhil
the honey
smacht 

control
m.

an smacht 

the control
Gaeltacht
an Irish-speaking area
fem.

an Ghaeltacht
the Gaeltacht
am
time
m.

an t-am
the time
éagóir
injustice

fem

an éagóir
the injustice
sioc
frost
m.

an sioc
the frost
sos
an interval
m.

an sos
the interval
seanmóir
a sermon
fem.

an tseanmóir
the sermon
 

 

 

 

 

An CeathrúDíoclaonadh - - The Fourth Declension 

madra
a dog
m.

an madra 

the dog
cailín
a girl
m.!!

an cailín
the girl
gloine
(a) glass
fem.

an ghloine
the glass
fáilte
(a) welcome
fem.

an fháilte
the welcome
earra
a commodity 

m.

an t-earra
the commodity
uisce
water
m.

an t-uisce
the water 
aiste
an essay
fem.

an aiste
the essay
oíche
a night
fem.

an oíche
the night
sáile
sea-water
m.

an sáile
the sea-water
seilide
a snail
m

an seilide
the snail
sláinte
health
fem.

an tsláinte
the health
slí
road, way
fem

an tslí
the way
suáilce
virtue
fem.

an tsuáilce
the virtue

 

 

 

 

 

An Cúigiú Díoclaonadh - - The Fifth Declension
traein
a train
fem.

an traein
the train
caora
a sheep
fem

an chaora
the sheep
cara
a friend
m.

an cara
the friend
céir 

wax
fem.

an chéir
the wax
uimhir
a number
fem

an uimhir
the number
 

 

 

 

 

Ainmfhocail Neamhrialta - - Irregular Nouns
bean 

a woman
fem.

an bhean 

the woman
teach
a house
m.

an teach 

the house
mí
a month
fem.

an mhi
the month
So now you know the rules for the tuiseal ainmneach - the nominative case with and without an : 

An + Masculine Nouns 

Indefinite masculine nouns singular (Indefinite? Where you have "a" in English a bird, an apple). Do not    put an before the word. Leave it on its own. alt, bád, asal, amadán, éan, carr, etc
Definite masculine nouns singular (Definite? Where you have "the" in English the bird, the apple but see also )
Words beginning with a vowel: Put an t-alt - the article an with them. 
Put t- (t hyphen) before a lower-case vowel:an t-ádh, an t-asal, an t-amadán, an t-éan, an t-ólachán, an t-úll, 
Put a small t and no hyphen before a capital letter as in An tUachtarán, AN tOIREACHTAS); 
Words beginning with a consonant including s: Put an t-alt with them but make no change to the initial consonant: an cat, an doras, an fear, an geata, an leabhar, an siopa.

An + Feminine Nouns 

With feminine nouns put a séimhiú - lenition on the first consonant after an; put t before s ; and leave vowels as they are. Remember also there are many consonants that cannot take a séimhiú - lenition such as h, j, k, l, n, q, r, v, w, x, y, z, and some that can but do not in the Tuiseal Ainmneach - Nominative Case i.e. d & t. 

Firinscneach - - Masculine.

Baininscneach - - feminine
An bád
An bhróg
An t-éan
An áit
An t-uisce 

 

An séipéal
An tsúil
An carr 

An long 
 

An nead 

 

 

An doras 

An duais 

An talamh 

An tír 

This might be a good time to have a look at our page on the Irish alphabet. Only 18 letters of the Roman Alphabet used to be used in Irish but nowadays with x-ghathu and zú and who knows what other borrowings all 26 letters have found their way into the language.




