1. Course Title – Gaeilge
An Idirbhliain

Scileanna 7 Inniúlachtaí

Ag deireadh na hIdirbhliana, ba chóir go mbeadh

· Siollabais leathan ilghnéitheach déanta acu, go mbeadh eolas agus tuiscint faighte acu ar a mbuanna féin, ar na nithe san oideachas ginearálta.

· Fóras suntasach tagtha ar na scileanna ginchumas agus gabhchumas (treisiú ar na scileanna – éisteacht, labhairt, scríobhneoireacht agus tuiscint).

· Múinín faighte go bhféadfadh na scileanna seo a chur i ngníomh.
· Taithí acu, mar dhuine nó mar bhall de ghrúpa ar réimse gníomhaíochtaí teagmháile a dhéanamh a mbeadh mar chuidiú dóibh taobh amuigh de thimpeallacht na scoile.

· Scileanna staidéir foghlama a threisiú.

· Deiseanna chun cruthaitheacht a fhorbairt mar aon le léirthuiscint.

2. Aims

· To give pupils an opportunity to understand and develop their language skills associated with modern living.

· To develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in ways which may not always be possible in examination courses.
· To encourage the pupils to cultivate a genuine interest in Irish language and culture in and out of the classroom environment e.g. through project work.

· To present the language as a living modern language and as a result to develop in the students a positive approach to learning with consequent benefits for their self-confidence and sense of self-reliance.

3. Objectives

Students who have completed a Transition Year Course in Gaeilge should be able to:

· Respect and understand their identity as Irish people and their cultural heritage.

· Develop a positive attitude to learning and using the language.
· Develop an awareness of the influence of music, history and literature on the Irish language.

· Develop their language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).
· Communicate on a one-to-one basis or as a member of a group formally outside of the school environment (social skills).

· Gain experience and practice in problem solving i.e. planning and assessing situations.

At the end of the Transition Year, the student will have covered a wide and varied curriculum and will have discovered more about their own personal talents, and also what interests them in their general education and future career.

Students at the end of the Irish Transition Year Programme will become aware of:

a) Stair Litríocht: historical context of place-names, traits of Fianna/Ruraíocht stories – influence of their culture on music and dance.

b) Díospóireachtaí: how to prepare a speech/debate on political/topical issues.

c) Scríobh na Teanga: the basics of the Irish language and writing skills as well as improving their ICT skills.

d) Teilifís/Raidió: the information and realisation of how people communicate within Irish speaking areas and emphasis on oral/aural skills.
e) Dramaíocht/Prós/Filíocht: the influence of their culture on literature.
Students will gain experience in:

a) Stair Litríocht: the historical context and setting up of Irish literature

b) Díospóireachtaí: preparing a speech on a topical or political issue and presenting it.

c) Scríobh na Teanga: preparing letters and articles for newspapers and magazines with the final aim of producing the school language magazine and a broadsheet coinciding with “Seachtain na Gaeilge”.
d) Teilifís/Raidió: listening and understanding the information with emphasis on dialectical differences. (Aural skills).

e) Dramaíocht/Prós/Filíocht: gaining confidence through continued study of Irish literature and thereby realizing that they have a personal responsibility in learning and comprehending literature.

Students will become proficient in:

a) Stair Litríocht: Their cultural heritage and background.

b) Díospóireachtaí: public speaking, organizational skills, aural skills etc.

c) Scríobh na Teanga: letter writing, formal writing skills, basic foundation of grammar and practice of other forms and modes of writing.

d) Teilifís/Raidió: comprehending and understanding of media by discussing topics.
e) Dramaíocht/Prós/Filíocht: reading and comprehension skills, also literary techniques such as emotions, character sketches, metaphors, similes, irony, etc.

4. Curriculum Principles

Remediation:

Essentially this syllabus is an attempt to build on the pupils’ past experience of the language and also to identify and eliminate weaknesses, thus developing confidence and encouraging a positive attitude in the students.

A creative, integrated programme will also ease the stress and resentment that some students feel towards prescribed courses.

Students with particular learning difficulties will gain a chance of revising the basics of grammar. The programme will promote students’ confidence in language use in a range of concrete and familiar personal, social and cultural contexts. This will be achieved by practicing various forms and modes of writing, listening, reading and oral/aural skills. 
Bridging

The Transition Year is a stepping stone towards the Leaving Certificate course. All activities in the course are designed to be interesting, self-fulfilling and challenging. It also provides an opportunity for the students to achieve a greater appreciation of literature and language.

Maturation
The programme encourages students to develop a responsibility for their own work. An increased emphasis will be placed on research and project work, thereby developing the confidence and maturity of the students.

The programme will also develop student initiative to participate in Irish based activities, for example writing letters to newspapers and magazines, encouraging students to take part in Gael-Linn events and organized Tráth na gCeist events. Students too are encouraged through scholarships to visit a Gaeltacht, thus emphasizing a positive approach to the learning of the language.
5. Content Area
Knowledge and Skills: The content areas we will work on will be:

a) Stair na litríocht agus culture

1. Ogham mar abítir

2. An Cló Ghaelach

3. Ruraíocht

4. Fiannaíocht

5. Bardscoileanna/An Dán Díreach

6. Meath agus Athbheochan na Gaeilge

7. An Cumann Lúthchleas Gael

8. Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Ēireann

9. Conradh na Gaeilge

10. Filí nua-aimseartha

11. Ceol agus damhsa Gaelach

12. Ainmneacha agus sloinnte

13. Logainmneacha

b) Díospóireachtaí agus óráidí – scileanna a leanas a fhorbairt
1. Cur i láthair

2. Obair Fhoirne

3. Sainmhíniú ar thopaicí

4. Nósmhaireachtaí imeachta

Liosta do na topaicí a mbeidh á phlé:

1. Oideachas

2. Polaitíocht

3. Córas dlí agus Cirt

4. Spórt

5. Daoine óga

6. An Tír seo

7. Na Meáin Chumarsáide

c) Scríobh na Teanga/Gramadach

Scileanna: (Gramadach)

1. Briathra

2. Cúig díchlaonadh

3. Claoninsint

4. Litraecha pearsanta

5. litreacha foirmiúil

6. scríobhneoireacht samhlaíochta/scéalta

7. aistí

8. comhráití/agallaimh
d) Teilifís/Raidió/Idirlíon

Físeanna ar chláracha TG4 agus stáisiúin eile, mar shampla:

· Níl sé na Lá

· Ecu-Ecu

· Cúrsaí



Teilifís

· An Ghaeltacht

· Bean an Tí……..

· An Nuacht

· Réamhfháisnéis na haimsire

Raidió

· Togha agus rogha….

· Scoilnet


An Idirlíon
· Teachnet…..

e) Drámaíocht, Prós agus Filíocht

Tá súil ann go mbeadh suim níos fearr ag na daltaí san fhilíocht agus prós mar gheall ar an ngné seo den chúrsa. Tá súil ann go dtiocfadh filí ón Oirialla agus go rachadh na daltaí chuig dráma éigin uair sa bhliain.
Téacsleabhar

Tairseach

6. Methodologies

 Methods to be used include:

a) Oral work with teacher and other pupils.

b) Project work on a chosen topic mar shampla, An Ruraíocht

c) In-class and external debates.

d) Aural work – written report on each programme.

e) Written work – analysis of short stories and poetry studied.

f) Group work – organizing Seachtain na Gaeilge activities in the school.

7. Assessment

Teacher assessment based on:
a) Project work submitted

b) Oral Irish Exam

c) Aural assessment

d) Written test at the end of each term
e) Grammar assignments for revision purposes.

f) Journal containing oral work, preparation for speeches and debates and any other written work.
8. Evaluation
Yearly evaluation will be done by:

· the teacher/s involved

· the parents in the form of parent/teacher meetings and evaluation forms

· Students will be questioned at the end of each topic on their understanding and interest in topic.
