The revolutions of 1848
 
 
The European Revolutions of 1848, known in some countries as the Spring of Nations, Springtime of the Peoples or the Year of Revolution, were a series of political upheavals throughout Europe. Described by some historians as a revolutionary wave, the period of unrest began in France and then, further propelled by the French Revolution of 1848, soon spread to the rest of Europe.
 
 
	Participants
	Peoples of France, the German states, the Austrian Empire, the Italian states, Denmark, Wallachia, Poland, and others

	Location
	Western and Central Europe

	Date
	23 February 1848-early 1849

	Result
	Little overall structural change
Significant overall social and cultural change


 
 
 
The French revolution 
 
The French Revolution (1789–1799) was a period of radical social and political upheaval in French and European history. The absolute monarchy that had ruled France for centuries collapsed in three years. French society underwent an epic transformation as feudal, aristocratic and religious privileges evaporated under a sustained assault from liberal political groups and the masses on the streets. Old ideas about hierarchy and tradition succumbed to new Enlightenment principles of citizenship and inalienable rights.
 
Causes
Adherents of most historical models identify many of the same features of the Ancien Régime as being among the causes of the Revolution. Economic factors included hunger and malnutrition in the most destitute segments of the population, due to rising bread prices (from a normal eight sous for a four-pound loaf to 12 sous by the end of 1789), after several years of poor grain harvests. The combination of bad harvests (due to abnormal/severe weather fluctuations) and rising food prices was further aggravated by an inadequate transportation system which hindered the shipment of bulk foods from rural areas to large population centers, contributing greatly to the destabilization of French society in the years leading up to the Revolution.
 
The American Revolution
The American Revolution was the political upheaval during the last half of the 18th century in which thirteen colonies in North America joined together to break free from the British Empire, combining to become the United States of America
  
 
 
Eastern North America in 1775. The British Province of Quebec, the Thirteen Colonies on the Atlantic coast and the Indian Reserve as defined by the Royal Proclamation of 1763. The 1763 "Proclamation line" is the border between the red and the pink areas, while the orange area represents the Spanish claim.
Main articles: Navigation Acts, Molasses Act, and Royal Proclamation of 1763
Irish Revolution.
 
Fifty years ago, on Easter Monday, April 25, 1916, 
Began the glorious Irish Revolution, a revolution that 
Was to end by sweeping away a monstrous record of 
Brutality and oppression that had been foisted for cen-
turies upon the long-suffering Irish people. In defeat- 
ing the mighty armies of the greatest and most ruth- 
less empire on the face of the earth, the Irish were 
the first people to have the courage and the stamina 
to follow through on the promise of the American Revolu- 
tion against the same imperial oppressors: a Revolu-
tion that had been the first successful war of national 
liberation in modern history. The Irish Revolution was 
the second such successful war. For other wars of 
national liberation prompted by the American Revolu- 
tion (e. g. Belgium, the Netherlands. Geneva, and later 
the revolutions of 1848) had been beaten back by the 
forces of armed international counter-revolution. 
The Irish Revolution was fought and won.
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